THE ROLE OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT FOR THE PROMOTION OF ITALIAN LANGUAGE: A WORLDWIDE COMMITMENT

The demand for courses of Italian language is a world-wide experience and is only partially linked with the presence of large communities of Italian origin in a number of countries, in Europe, in North and South America, in Australia. 

Certainly the descendants of Italian immigrants to those regions take a renewed interest in the culture and language of the country of their ancestors, but the desire to learn the Italian language goes well beyond the ethnic divide. 
The appeal of Italian art and culture, the world-wide acclaim for Italian style and way of life -design, cuisine, fashion, art- the ever more frequent travels to Italy of millions of tourists and businessmen each year, the growing relevance of Italy as a global economic partner all account for such increasing demand.
The teaching of Italian language in the local school system in particular has proved to be a successful experience. Teachers, parents, students realise the potential of a language of culture that is also a resource in trade, business and other areas. 
In order to meet these expectations the Italian Government provides funds each year for activities dealing with the teaching of Italian language, in school as well as in extra school programs. 
CENTRO PROMOZIONE ITALIANA is the “Ente Gestore” credited by the Italian Government for the promotion of Italian language and culture in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Over the last few years CENTRO PROMOZIONE ITALIANA have shifted the focus of its mission from after school courses, to courses integrated in school curricula. Implementing elementary school courses has been a priority, with the aim of creating a continuum in the learning of Italian language from the elementary level all the way through college.
The response has been very positive and in some cases courses of Italian language have been integrated into the programs of entire school clusters.
CENTRO PROMOZIONE ITALIANA under the supervision of the School Office of the Italian Consulate, enter into agreements with single schools and clusters to establish courses of Italian. To this end they undertake to provide teachers, and pay a portion of their salaries, for an initial period. Multimedia and other teaching materials are also provided. CENTRO PROMOZIONE ITALIANA also financially supports teachers’ training activities in co-operation with well known Italian Universities.
